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To brush the teeth seems casy to most persons (actually few know enough about mouth hygiene); but to clean the
mouth of an unconscious patient is so difficult and dangerous that few skilled nurses accomplish it effectively and
safety. In fact the condition of the mouth is one of the best indices of the quality of nursing care.

Virginia Henderson, R.N.,M.A. :Basic Principles of Nursing Care revised 1969, International Council of Nurses,
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The extraordinary importance of the mouth to the
dying patient makes imperative the need for
maintaining all of its structures in the best possible
condition and for providing a degree of comfort that
will permit the patient to live out his days with a
minimum of discomfort and a maximum of dignity.
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Oral care : The mouth in critical and terminal illness p3, 1980
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